PROFESSIONAL AND TRADE ORGANIZATIONS

The objective of these organizations is to promote quality professional services by providing
accreditation of programs and facilities, certification of practitioners, professional
development, public education and advocacy. The accreditation function involves the
development of standards for facilities and services and assessment of compliance with these
standards. Certification serves to improve standards of professional training and practice
by testing the ability of the practitioner to meet and maintain certain levels of competence.
Some organizations are also involved in approving academic programs. These organizations
encourage professional development through a variety of continuing education courses and
workshops, research fellowships, and the publication of journals, periodicals and newsletters.
For public education, many groups publish directories of professional members and facilities
or programs which meet accreditation standards. Organizations may provide career
information, lists of approved schools in specialty areas and job exchange programs or other
employment services. Several groups focus on professionals with disabilities, particularly in
the science and health fields, serving as support groups and vehicles for career development.

189overnment Printing Office,
